
“Now it is required that 
those who have been given a 

trust prove faithful” 
1 Corinthians 4:2
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Dear Friends,

G od has been true to our church. We know 
God’s hand was at work in helping David 
Hudson and the Rev. Joseph Badger 

organize The Hudson Church in 1802. So many 
generous people have provided for our spiritual 
life today. For more than two hundred years, 
these people established a loving church. We offer 
profound gratitude to God and those people of God 
who have left us their legacy of faith, hope and love.

Now is our time. Just as we are thankful for the lives 
and faith of those who passed this church into our 
hands, future generations will be thankful for our lives 
and faith as well. 

Like those who came before us, we are called to find ways 
to prepare for the next generation, while continuing to meet 
the needs of our congregation today. The distinction of the 
Endowment Fund is that it goes on giving year after year. Your 
gifts will produce benefits far in excess of the original gifts. And now 
you can specify where our gifts to the Endowment Fund will be put 
to use:
• The Youth Ministry   
• The Music Ministry
• The Mission Ministry
• The Building Preservation Fund.

This is your chance to leave a legacy. How do you want to be 
remembered? What are your values? What aspects of your faith do 
you find to be most important? From where do your blessings 
come? These answers will guide you to the appropriate place and 
to the appropriate gift.

Thank you for your consideration, your care and your faith. 
Now is our time.

Peter Wiley
Senior Pastor



MISSION ENDOWMENT FUND
Purpose: To enhance the giving potential 
of our church’s outreach ministry The Mis-
sion Endowment fund will be utilized to 
establish or maintain outreach programs or 
projects which are consistent with the aims 
of the Mission Board Those aims include, 
but are not limited to : providing scholar-
ships; funding educational programming; 
providing funding for additional outreach 
ministries

THE YOUTH  
ENDOWMENT FUND
Purpose: To provide funding for the opera-
tions and special programs for our youth 
ministry. The Youth Endowment Fund 
will be utilized to establish or maintain 
programs which are consistent with the 
aims of the Youth Board. Those aims may 
include, but are not limited to: support-
ing students in missionary work; purchas-
ing program equipment; funding guest 
speakers; providing funding for continuing 
education of Youth Director; providing 
youth scholarships; funding for a variety of 
mission trips and field work.

BUILDING PRESERVATION FUND
Purpose: To provide funding for planned, 
preventative maintenance or emergencies 
of the building and grounds. The Building 
Preservation Fund will be utilized to establish a 
building maintenance plan which is consistent 
with the aims of the Trustees Board and the 
Spending Policy. Those aims may include but 
are not limited to, projects not covered by 
maintenance contracts or general repair events 
that exceed $500 per occurrence.

THE MUSIC ENDOWMENT FUND
Purpose: To provide funding for the operations 
and special programs. The Music Endowment 
Fund will be utilized to establish or maintain 
programs which are consistent with the aims of 
the Music Board. Those aims may include, but 
are not limited to: providing funds for concert 
series; providing scholarships; purchasing 
and maintaining our instrument collection; 
providing funds for organ enhancements; 
providing funding for support staff.

THE GENERAL  
ENDOWMENT FUND
Purpose: To provide long-term financial health for the First Congregational Church. The 
General Endowment Fund is a separately incorporated entity formed for the sole purpose 
of securing, strengthening, and extending the long-term survival and mission of the First 
Congregational Church. The General Endowment Fund will be utilized for the develop-
ment and expansion of the ministries of the First Congregational Church that are beyond 
the parameters of the General Operating Budget and to ensure financial stability in the 
event of a severe economic downturn. It is the intention of this policy that these gifts will 
be handled with care and prudence. The principle- the original gifts and bequests- remain 
intact, invested to produce income that benefits the programs of the church each year. 
• To begin ministries for which there in no funding.
• To support new programs
• To provide additional support for the four specific funds
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The Endowment Funds
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Outright Gifts 
Gifts of cash, stocks, bonds, or real property. 
This is a wonderful way to mark family or 
personal milestones, or to acknowledge special 
occasions.

Bequest by Will 
Gifts may be set by percentage or set amount of 
one’s estate.

Living Trusts 
Trusts provide for future needs and may designate 
The First Congregational Church Endowment Fund to 
eventually receive income and/or principle.

Life Income Gift 
These provide lifetime income to benefactors. An individual 
may use, for example, United Church of Christ(UCC) Gift 
Annuities or a Charitable Remainder Trust naming The 
First Congregational Church Endowment Fund as ultimate 
beneficiary.

Life Insurance 
The First Congregational Church Endowment Fund may be 
named as beneficiary on a present or new policy; or, the First 
Congregational Church Endowment Fund may be made owner 
of a policy.

There are many ways to give. Here are a few 
for you to consider:

Please contact Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship & 
Development or Peter Wiley, Senior Pastor at First 
Congregational Church.  
330-650-4048

Ways to Give
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Now is Our Time
If you are interested in making a gift or bequest to The 

Endowment Fund we are ready to help in any way possible.

Your first step is to pray about and talk over this decision 

with your family. Contact the Director of Stewardship & 

Development at First Congregational Church if you have 

any questions. Then, contact your financial advisor and tell 

him/her of your desire and intention. In addition, talk with 

your attorney about estate planning and the possibility of 

making a bequest or other type of planned gift to the First 

Congregational Church’s Endowment Fund.
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WHO ADMINISTERS THE ASSETS OF THESE 
FUNDS?
The Endowment Board of Trustees administers the 
assets of these funds. These are six trustees: the 
Church Treasurer, Chairpersons of the Stewardship 
and Finance Boards, and three members from the 
congregation appointed by Council. The trustees 
serve staggered terms. The Senior Pastor will be an 
ex-officio, non-voting member

WHO SHOULD I CONTACT REGARDING 
MORE INFORMATION?
Please contact Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship 
& Development or
Peter Wiley, Senior Pastor at First Congregational 
Church. 330-650-4048 
In addition, talk with your attorney about estate 
planning and the possibility of making a bequest or 
other type of planned gift to the First Congregational 
Church’s Endowment Fund. You will need to be guided by 
your tax advisor.

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I AM INTERESTED?
If you are interested in making a gift or bequest to The 
Endowment Fund we are ready to help in any way possible.
Your first step is to pray about and to talk over this decision with 
your family. Then, contact your financial advisor and tell him/her of 
your desire and intention.

HOW CAN I GIVE?”
• Gift of Cash
• Appreciated Stock / Bonds and Mutual Funds
• Charitable Gift Annuity
• Deferred Gift Annuity
• Charitable Remainder Trusts – Annuity and Unitrusts
• Bequest Through Will
• Gift of Life Insurance
• Purchase a New Life Insurance Policy Naming “First 

Congregational Church” as Owner and Beneficiary – For 
the Benefit of Your Church

• Retirement Accounts

“Remember this: Whoever 
sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap 
generously.”  

2 Corinthians 9:6

Frequently Asked Questions





Please contact:
Sue Wimer, Director of Stewardship & Development or
Peter Wiley, Senior Pastor at First Congregational Church.  
330-650-4048
www.hudsonucc.org

The design and printing of this brochure was made possible 
by the generous donation of one our church members.


